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It's been just two months since they were trapped in the game of death that is Sword Art Online, and

Kirito and Asuna continue their struggle at the vanguard of progress through the game. The fifth

floor of Aincrad is a mazelike ruin, and the two dare to take pleasure in raiding it for the treasure it

contains. Upon returning to the fourth floor, it's time to do some questing on behalf of the Elf Lord

Yofilis--but here begins Asuna's discontent, for in doing so they will have to face her least favorite

monster ever...
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Reki Kawahara is an award winning author best known for his light novel series, Sword Art Online

and Accel World.

While I also enjoy the primary series what I enjoy most about the Progressive series is watching the

characters grow. We saw how it started and how Aincrad ended, but this is the juicy middle that

shaped Asuna, Kirito, and the others for better or worse. Not sure how long Kawahara can keep up

the pace, but I want to read it every step of the way.

Love the story as always. Helps me unwind after a long day at work. Its a fun read if you just want to

have fun this is the place to come. Kawahara is the first Japanese author I have read and it is very



enjoyable. I have read many different authors including GRRM and Jim Butcher and love them but

sometimes I feel like something different and this hits the mark. Looking forward to the next chapter

and wish they would speed up the translation process. Maybe I should learn Japanese.

It's hard to rate this one as four stars as I loved books 2 & 3. I was hopeful upon seeing the cover

with the hopes that this one would go deeper into the character of Argo, but I still feel like her best

showing was in book 1. I do understand that other parts of the story had to progress, but the main

difference between this one and 2 & 3 was the absence of possibly my favorite SAO: Kizmel. The

loss of her presence and uniqueness was definitely felt (at least by me) in this book. Still, it was an

excellent addition to the series overall, and it was interesting to get more details on the growth of the

Laughing Coffin guild (which is the main storyline this time instead of being a side story in the

previous ones).

I really like the progressive line. I'm not speaking ill of the main line, but I really like the extra

attention to the growing relationship between Kirito and Asuna, and I also am enjoying the palatable

menace of the growing evil in some of the players. So much of the first story was so rushed trying to

fit it into one relatively short book.

I've worked out in my mind the difference between the three series story lines going on right now.

The most interesting point to me is the occasional hints that this is a memore written long after the

facts with asuna looking over Kirito"s shoulder as he writes the text from mostly his point of view. I

feel the manga series is mostly from asuna"s point of view,telling parts of the story that Kirito had

mostly tried to forget!

As much as I enjoy this series, the English version is slipping. The author is probably doing a great

job in Japanese, and the plot is excellent, but the actual English writing needs to flow better. There

are too many areas where they go on-and-on about things that have already been explained.

I love Sword art online. have read every book and manga and watched all the anime's. This is such

a fantastic series.

This is perhaps the best Progressive entry since the first book. The first half is all from Asuna's

perspective. It's a refreshing change of pace, and also the first time the author has written from



Asuna's perspective before. This volume also show the early origins of a certain murder guild, and

though nobody's mentioned by name any SAO fans will know exactly who's lurking in the shadows.
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